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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ROAD SAFETY RESEARCH FORUM 

Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [12.08 pm]: We lose too many Western Australians 
on our roads. Last year, it was 164; the year before, 159; the year before that, 160; and, in 2016, 195 lives were 
lost on Western Australian roads. Along with those fatalities comes a much longer list of those who are seriously 
injured. These deaths and serious injuries are much more than numbers; they are lives ended or changed forever. 

On 26 February, I opened the 2020 Western Australian Road Safety Research Forum, convened by the Road Safety 
Commission. The forum showcased some of the latest and leading research and evidence to save lives. One of the 
sad and consistent facts about our road toll is the number of serious and fatal crashes on regional roads. Last year, 
of the 164 total number of road deaths, nearly 100 occurred on our regional roads. So far this year, that proportion 
is even more marked. Many of these fatalities involve only a single vehicle. Last year, 71 per cent of all road deaths 
in Western Australia involved only one motor vehicle or motorcycle that had run off the road. 

At the forum, researchers presented on new technologies to help save lives in regional Western Australia. Successful 
and ongoing programs are already in place to respond to questions of driver fatigue and distraction by installing 
wider, sealed shoulders, roadside barriers and audible edge and centre lines. However, we can still do better. Research 
was also shared on the national view of regional and remote road safety, as well as work from the Kimberley and 
Pilbara, with a focus on issues, initiatives and the road safety needs of Aboriginal communities in those areas. 
Other presentations showcased technologies for sensing bicycles and safer road crossings; motorcycle safety and 
crash-risk factors on popular routes; innovative vehicles and mobility devices; and automated vehicles and 
technologies. Master of ceremonies, Professor Lyn Beazley, kept the 240 delegates and the 28 livestream groups 
engaged and on track. The livestream participants included RoadWise members and community groups, as well as 
researchers from the eastern states. Participation in the question and answer sessions was strong and delegate feedback 
was very positive. The forum also included display booths from a range of community groups, Western Australian 
government agencies and the Western Australia Police Force. This important forum seeks to inspire and generate 
real and positive change in road safety in our community. 

In the last 10 years, Western Australia has achieved a 27 per cent reduction in fatalities and serious injury from 
road crashes. As we continue to work towards fewer road deaths and serious injuries, we need to draw on the best 
evidence as to what will make the most difference. The research showcased at the forum will play an important 
role in saving lives on Western Australian roads. 
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